
 

 
  

Dear TP Organics Members, Dear newsletter readers,  
 
Al most four years ago when we initiated the process to build up TP Organics it was 
just an idea, a need, a wish of the organic sector. 
This idea has now became a strong reality; all together, steering committees, 
experts, members and a secretariat managed to establish a well recognised research 
platform for organic food and farming with a huge potential to make a constructive 
contribution to solving European soc-economic challenges. 
 
To date, TP Organics has played an important role in presenting the views of the 
organic sector during the recent EU research undertakings. 
 
The Vision, the Strategic Research Agenda and the Implementation Action Plan have 
been and continued to be used by a wide range of organisations as inspiration for 
the future development of Organic Agriculture in Europe and all around the world. 
 
TP Organics has built up an impressive membership consisting of SMEs, scientists 
and experts, sectoral umbrella organisations and civil society organisations. 
Further strategic collaborations with ERA-Nets have also been established.  
 
The platform is now working on its Education Innovation Action Plan. The document 
will outline the ways we can increase research results culminating in innovation as 
well as proposed measures to improve the knowledge transfer between researchers 
towards the food sector. This will include strategies and instruments to transfer 
research results to SMEs, technicians and advisors in order to deliver across the 
innovation chain. 
 
Further, the platform is now waiting to be officially recognised by European 
Commission as an European Technology Platform; an important acknowledgment 
for the job done so far and for the future. 
 
Finally, in 2012 we have to face the important challenge of influencing Horizon 
2020 towards a “more organic approach”. 
 
TP Organics is ready to face 2012 with a stronger structure, in fact, acknowledging 
the support of IFOAM EU we opened up a vacancy for a “TP Organics Scientific 
Coordinator” who will raise the scientific profile of the platform. 
 
Merry Christmas and bright and prosper 2012 ,  
 

Eduardo Cuoco 
TP Organics Strategic Relation Manager  
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Welcome to Horizon 2020 ς The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation: 

On 30 November 2011, the European Commission presented a package of measures aimed to improve research, innovation 
and competitiveness in Europe under the Horizon 2020, the new funding programme that will run, with an €80 billion budget, 
from 2014 to 2020.  Horizon 2020 implements the Innovation Union, an Europe 2020 flagship initiative aimed at securing 
Europe’s global competitiveness. For the first time, Horizon 2020 brings together all EU research and innovation funding 
under a single programme. Thus, funding provided by Horizon 2020 will be easier to access thanks to a single set of 

rules. Moreover, one key goal of this pro gramme is to reduce the time until funding is received following a grant 
application by 100 days on average, meaning projects can start more quickly.  

 
Horizon 2020 will focus funds on three key objectives: 

¶ It will support the EU’s position as a world leader in science with a dedicated 
budget of €24.6 billion, including an increase in funding of 77% for the very 
successful European Research Council (ERC).  

¶ It will help secure industrial leadership in innovation with a budget of €17.9 
billion. This includes a major investment of €13.7 billion in key technologies, as 
well as greater access to capital and support for SMEs.  

¶ Finally, €31.7 billion will go towards addressing major concerns shared by all 
Europeans, across six key themes: Health, demographic change and well-being; 
Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine and maritime research and the 
bio-economy; Secure, clean and efficient energy; Smart, green and integrated 
transport; Climate action, resource efficiency and raw materials; and Inclusive, 
innovative and secure societies. 

 
As an integral part of Horizon 2020, the EIT (European Institute of Innovation and Technology) will play an important 
role by bringing together  excellent higher education institutions, research centres and businesses  to create the 

entrepreneurs of tomorrow.  The Commission has decided to significantly step up its support for the EIT by proposing a 
budget of ú2.8 billion for 2014-2020.  
 

Funding for the European Research Council (ERC) will increase by 77% to ú13.2 billion. The ERC supports the most 

talented and creative scientists to carry out frontier research of the highest quality in Europe, in a programme that is 

internationally recognised and respected.  

Finally, international cooperation will also be further promoted in Horizon  2020  in order to strengthen the EU's 

excellence and attractiveness in research, to tackle global challenges jointly and to support EU external policies.  

 
TP Organics has built an ad hoc working group in order to analyse the document in details and propose eventual 
amendments to it.   
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 Restructuring TP Organics -  Staff enlargement  
 
TP Organics and the IFOAM EU Group have opened the vacancy for a scientific coordinator with application deadline 6

th
 of 

February 2012. The scientific coordinator will be responsible for assisting in the conception of positions in the area of EU 

research policies, to raise the scientific profile of IFOAM EU and TP Organics and to coordinate the activities of the 
research technol ogy platform.   
Eduardo Cuoco will remain responsible for TP Organics advocacy campaign Horizon 2020 and to oversee the coordination of 
TP Organics with the position of Strategic Relation Manager 
 

 
New Vacancy for Scientific Coordinator : 
 
Main tasks:  
 

¶ To a ssist in the conception of positions in the area of EU research policies;  
¶ To raise the scientific profile of IFOAM EU and TP Organics;  
¶ To coordinate the activities of the research technology platform TP 

Organics professionally  

 

 

 

 

Latest from TP Organics:  

 

 
 
 

DG Research official documents 
 
 

Horizon 2020 

 
 

 
See vacancy for TP Organics 

Scientific Coordinator 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=h2020-documents
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/proposals/com%282011%29_808_final.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/ifoameu/php/Job-description_scientificcoordinator.pdf


New Trainee joined the TP Organics secretariat:  

 
Silvia Schiavon began her traineeship at the TP Organics Secretariat on the 5

th
 of December 2011 and 

will work on several issues concerning the platform for 6 months. With a background in International 
Relations and Human Rights, she graduated from Bologna University (Italy) in 2009 with a major in 
International Cooperation and Local Development. After a brief period as a researcher, she recently 
ended her second MA at Groningen University (The Netherlands) with a major in European Studies. 
Finally, after working for UNESCO’s Venice Office, she recently joined us here in Bruxelles. She is very 
interested in the policies for empowerment of rural areas and sustainable local development and in 
the importance of knowledge management and transfer concerning the organic agriculture and food in 
order to achieve this empowerment. 
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 BioFach 2012: Nuremberg, Germany 15 ɀ 18.2.2012 

BioFach is the world’s leading exhibition for certified organic products and, therefore, it 
is the biggest 2012 event in this sector offering a variety of themes, perspectives and 
impulses for promoting the organic food industry worldwide. TP Organics is proud to be 
running an event at BioFach 2012 in order to improve the cooperation among all the 
actors involved in the organic sector and to empower the importance of it. Indeed, this 
would be the best window-opportunity to get attention and to influence the Horizon 
2020. 
 
TP Organics event will be held on Saturday 18.2.2012 from 11.00 to 12.00: 
 
Agenda:   
Organic food and farming in the post 2013 EU Research Programme 
Working together to strengthen organic food and farming in the next EU framework programme 
Speakers:  
Eduardo Cuoco, TP Organics (moderator) 
Urs Niggli, Fibl 
Otto Schmid, IFOAM EU Group 
Susanne Padel, The Organic Research Centre 
Cristina Micheloni, AIAB 
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Education & Innovation Action Plan  
 

TP Organics is working on the Education & Innovation Action Plan, a guide for education on the field of Agriculture. The 
document establishes the strategic framework to appraise current education projects and subsequently enhance agricultural 
education outcomes by offering suggestions for improvement. Hence, it is the aim of this paper to create what is known as an 
“effective agricultural education model”. 

The EU Economy is facing numerous challenges in the 21
st

 century. It has to be in our interest to change the ways we live and 
strive towards a ‘sustainable future’. Our best opportunity to optimise our chances of achieving a shift away from our current 
understanding of development is simply education that, after all, is the most powerful and promising way of encompassing a 
change. The purpose of education is to transmit knowledge, but knowledge cannot be handled like a ready-made tool that 
can be used without studying its nature. Knowledge can occur in many different forms. For instance, It can be informal, e.g. 
through accumulated experiences of farmers or mechanical innovations or it can be formalised through an institutionalisation 
of knowledge development (i.e. universities or research centres).  

Education in organic and agricultural topics thus is not only about learning. It is about understanding the issues that are 
confronting our planet and changing our behaviours so we all can participate in shaping a more sustainable and healthy 
environment for the present and future generations. By educating all aspects of our society we will be able to see our 
environment with different eyes, will cherish it more if we learn to value what we have, understand the impacts of our 
actions and, above all, work collectively to  protect it.  

The aim of this strategy is however to not outline a one fits all approach, but to emphasise how education regarding 
agricultural concerns is structured and which outcomes are produced via the different approaches of knowledge and 
innovation transfer.  

 

Upcoming activities:  

 

 
 

 
BioFach Web Site 

http://www.biofach.de/en/


Therefore, the outcomes that the TP Organics Education Action Plan want to reach are the following: 

¶ The evaluation of the education of farmers,  the research sector (engineers, lab workers etc.), the academic sector,  
SMEs (retailers etc.) and the public in general (reaching from institutions, consumers to civil society); 

¶ The development of a set of future guidelines for a better agricultural education; 

¶ The improvement of the durability and effectiveness of innovation implementation; 

¶ The offer of profound expertise on best agricultural education models  

¶ The stimulation of a demand for educational training 
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ERA Conference 2012: Fostering Efficiency, Excellence and Growth. Brussels,  January 30th 2012  
 
In the European Council conclusions of 4 February 2011, the Heads of State and 
Government called on the EU to rapidly address remaining obstacles to complete the 
European Research Area by 2014. In response, the Commission intends to propose a 
European Research Area (ERA) Framework in 2012. This Conference will be an important 
milestone in the ongoing preparations of the ERA Framework. The event will gather 
around 400 participants from the broader research stakeholder community and will 
provide a platform for prominent stakeholders to testify and discuss further where they 
see major bottlenecks and help to mobilise a broad consensus and support for the way 
forward via the ERA Framework. 
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TP Organics and IFOAM EU Group, in cooperation with Organic Denmark, announce the 6

th
 European Organic Congress in 

Copenhagen, Denmark, 17
th

-18
th

 of April 2012. 
 
With 200 participants expected, including high-level speakers from the European Commission, the European Parliament and 
the European organic sector, the 6

th
 European Organic Congress will take place at a crucial point in time for the debate on 

the future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
 
Registration is now open and discounted early bird fees are available until the 26

th
 of February 2012. We invite you to save 

the dates and book your travel now! For more information regarding the Congress, travel and accommodation contact the 
Congress secretariat. 
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Conference Programme 
 

Registration NOW OPEN 

http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/
mailto:congress@ifoam-eu.org
mailto:congress@ifoam-eu.org
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/consultation/wue-programme_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/consultation/wue-registration_en.htm


 

 

 

 Conference-Debate organized by MEPs Corinne Lepage and Antonya Parvanova (ALDE) 
Ȱ)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ $ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ--ÁËÉÎÇȱ ύȢυυȢφτυυ 
 
This forum has been organised by ALDE, the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for 
Europe, the third largest political group in the European Parliament, and it investigated 
the different threads related to the independence of the studies on products like 
pesticides, chemicals and GMOs, coming up with ways independent science can back at 
the heart of regulatory decision-making.  
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IFOAM EU Conference Ȱ2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ %ÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ &ÏÏÄ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ: Opportunities and Challenges for 
Sustainable Food Systemsȱ ύȢυυȢφτυυ  
 
IFOAM EU Group in cooperation with TP Organics and the Member of European 
Parliament Martin Häusling organised this conference addressing food security and 
the efficient use of natural resources in the food chain. The main question throughout 
the debate was: How can a growing population be fed without burdening the 
environment? Experts from scientific and political backgrounds shared their 
knowledge on the impacts of European feed imports, the role of the consumer, the 
potentials of the EU initiatives for resource efficiency, a 'Knowledge-Based Bio-
Economy (KBBE)' and the role organic farming can play in meeting the food and 
environment-related societal challenges. 
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IFOAM EU meets Business: Open Dialogue between ORGANIC Business and the organic 
representation in the EU, the IFOAM EU Group 24.11.2011 
 
The objectives of this meeting have been: 
 (1) To continue a dialogue between organic business and the IFOAM EU Group to develop 
a mutual understanding of each other needs; 
(2) To discuss how to place organic food with more and more non organic labels on the 
food market; 
(3) To identify elements to increase future cooperation and to help the IFOAM EU Group 
in shaping future work priorities 
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Latest from Brussels:  

 

 
 
 

“Resource Efficiency and Food 
Security: Opportunities and 

Challenges for Sustainable Food 
System”  

 
Conference Programme 

 

 
 
 

“Independence of Science in 
Regulatory Decision-Making” 

 

 
 
 

IFOAM EU meets Business 
 

Conference Programme 
 

http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/ResourceEfficiencyFoodProd.Nov.2011/PHPs/HomePage.php
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/ResourceEfficiencyFoodProd.Nov.2011/PHPs/HomePage.php
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/ResourceEfficiencyFoodProd.Nov.2011/PHPs/HomePage.php
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/ResourceEfficiencyFoodProd.Nov.2011/PHPs/HomePage.php
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/ResourceEfficiencyFoodProd.Nov.2011/PHPs/Programme.php
http://www.alde.eu/event-seminar/events-details/article/independence-of-science-in-regulatory-decision-making-37700/
http://www.alde.eu/event-seminar/events-details/article/independence-of-science-in-regulatory-decision-making-37700/
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/events/IFOAMEUmeetsBusiness/
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/events/IFOAMEUmeetsBusiness/IFOAMEU_meets_business_program_24.11.2011.pdf


 

 

 

  

  
 
                                  http://www.au.dk/en 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.boku.ac.at/home.html?&L=1 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bioforsk.no/ikbViewer/page/home 

 
                                                                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.caae.es  

 
 
 

 

 
http://www.emu.ee  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.organicfqhresearch.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.ifoam-eu.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.louisbolk.org  

ROGAU Stiftung  
http://rogau-stiftung.org/ 

 
The TP Organics acknowledges the financial support of the European 
Community, DG Environment throughout the years 2011 -2012. The  sole 

responsibility lies with the TP Organics, and the Commission is not responsible  

for any use that may be made of the information provided by TP Organics.  

The TP Organics supporters are not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided. 
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The Platform is financially supported by:  

 

http://www.au.dk/en/
http://www.boku.ac.at/home.html?&L=1
http://www.bioforsk.no/ikbViewer/page/home
http://www.caae.es/
http://www.emu.ee/
http://www.organicfqhresearch.org/
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/
http://www.louisbolk.org/


 Become our supporter!  

Since its establishment, TP Organics has been extremely successful: it can currently 
boasts a broad network of 20 European umbrella organisations, research institutes, 
national platforms, companies and civil society and is widely recognised among relevant 
EU officials, the European Commission and in the European Parliament.  

It is an observer at the ERA net “Core Organic II” and in contact with other trans-
national research initiatives of member states.  

In October 2009 the platform achieved a major success! TP Organics convinced 
decision-makers to take five of its proposals up into the work programme in 2011, which 
was more than in all the work programmes since 2007.  

We hope that you were also interested in being involved in Consortia applications for these and future calls, and you 
therefore benefited from the activities of TP Organics and will benefit from it in the near future.  

Together with the scientists and members of the platform that have invested and engaged time, money and efforts during 
the last three years to build up the initiative, we are now looking for organisations to financially support the future work of TP 
Organics. Already a sponsorship/donation of a yearly amount between 1,000 to 5,000 Euros will make a significant difference. 

If you are interested, contact the TP Secretariat which will provide you the provisional working programme 2011-2013.  

We trust that you will help to carry TP Organics successfully into the future! 
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TP Organics ɀ Technology Platform for Organic Food and Farming -  www.tporganics.eu  

 

 
 

Contact the secretariat to get the 
working programme 2011-2013: 

 
Info@TPOrganics.eu 

http://www.tporganics.eu/

