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Letter on availability of GMO free vitamin B2 

 

Dear Mr Jean-François Hulot, 

According to the agenda of the upcoming SCOF on April 26th there will be 
a discussion on the availability of vitamin B2 in GMO-free quality. The IFOAM EU 
Group would like to share its position with you: 

According to Art. 9 of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007, "GMOs and products 
produced from or by GMOs shall not be used as food, feed, processing aids, plant 
protection products, fertilisers, soil conditioners, seeds, vegetative propagating 
material, micro-organisms and animals in organic production". Art. 2 provides the 
definition: "produced by GMOs means derived by using a GMO as the last living 
organism in the production process, but not containing or consisting of GMOs nor 
produced from GMOs." Since there is no EU labelling regime in force, the operator 
shall require the vendor to confirm that the products supplied have not been 
produced from or by GMOs. 

Based on an ad hoc investigation we came to the conclusion that at least Hubei 
Guangji Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. is offering vitamin B2, confirming that the 
product has not been produced from or by GMOs according to the definition in 
the Regulation (EC) No 834/2007. Please find attached confirmations of Hubei on 
two vitamin B2 products. 

The rumour that Vitamin B2 is not available anymore in GMO-free quality might 
have been based on uncertainty about the definition of GMO-free in this case or 
might have arisen because one producer has changed its production method. 
Based on the clear definition provided in Art. 2 of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 at 
least Hubei offers vitamin B2 products compliant with the organic regulation.  

Therefore there is no need to make use of the flexibility provision given in Article 
22(g) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007. Even if there would be no vitamin B2 from 
these sources we would have to look for alternative sources and solutions in the 
first line instead of using the flexibility clause.   

 
Kind Regards 

 
Marco Schlueter 
The IFOAM EU Group Director 

 
Attachments:  
a) Declaration for RIBOFLAVIN (VITAMIN B2) BP/USP/EP produced by Hubei 
Guangji Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. 

b) Declaration for RIBOFLAVIN (VITAMIN B2) 80% feed grade produced by 
Hubei Guangji Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. 



HUBEI GUANGJI PHARMACEUTICAL CO., LTD 
Add: No.1 Jiangdi Road, Wuxue City, Hubei Province, China. 
Email: info@guangjipharm.china.com 
Tel: +86-713-6212649;6213445 
Fax: +86-713-6212108,6212649 
Zip: 435400 

GMO FREE DECLARATION 

 

PRODUCT: RIBOFLAVIN (VITAMIN B2) BP/USP/EP 

 
 
We confirm that the above product 

-  is not produced from GMO as starting material 

-  does not contain GMO 

-  is not produced using any GM technology (GM 

microorganisms, enzyms or processing aids from GM 

microorganisms) 

 

 

 

Date: February 24, 2010 

Signature and stamp: 

Wang Xiaomei 

QA Manager 








