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Dear members,

The Countdown for 2009 has started. The IFOAM EU Group is working full-
scale to complete its work programme for the year. The Implementing
Rules for organic wine-making are the most prominent subject now and a
challenge for the organic community. The Commission aims to finalise the
issue before Christmas and the IFOAM EU Group is closely following the
political process.

Further to that, we are investing huge efforts into organising the 2™
European Organic Congress which will spotlight the potential of organic
practices to deal with the global challenges of climate change and
biodiversity loss. On this occasion we will also present our first position on
the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) after 2013.

The discussion about best systems, subsidies and how to share the cake is
running intensively. We have recently learned of the possibility that under
the new CAP, a third pillar will be created that deals explicitly with climate
change. In this regard, it is of utmost importance that we communicate
clearly to policy makers the advantages of organic production and of our
holistic approach. This is the more necessary as policy makers often prefer
to define a single measure with a single outcome rather than to
acknowledge the system approach, which is that adopted by organic
farming with its various benefits for food and farming.

This highlights the need to strengthen our advocacy work: with a newly
elected European Parliament and a new Commission to be appointed very
soon, the IFOAM EU Group will focus on building and strengthening
relations with EU policy makers.

Also in this context, the preparations for the year 2010 have started. The
IFOAM EU board will meet in December to set the objectives for 2010. The
last financial applications for 2009 will be handed in. By the end of the year
we will have our annual meeting with the Organic Unit of the European
Commission.

y/2

Marco Schliter, Director
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1. Activities of the IFOAM EU Group

1.1 Second European Organic Congress generates momentum

nd
2 EUROPEAN ORGANIC CONGRESS
I DT bW BRUSSELS, DECEMBER 1, 2009

The Second European Organic Congress organised by IFOAM EU Group on
1°* of December in Brussels have already generated momentum as well as
considerable number of participants. Registration is still possible via the
congress website.

The congr ess f o @ugardcsFoadrandfiFarming in times of Climate
Change, Biodiversity Loss and Global Food Crisiso0 a offers a rich agenda
exploring the approaches and potentials of organic farming to meeting EU
and global challenges i as well as the policies needed for bringing better
results for all.

The congress will convene speakers with different expertise and from
different segments of the organic movement, experts concerned with
various aspects of sustainability and their interrelations and connections to
food production, EU officials, among whom will be the Commissioner for
Agriculture and Rural Development, Mariann Fisher Boel, who will deliver
one of the opening speeches.

The whole-day programme, including three plenaries and three workshops
(please consult the programme for details), will end with an evening
reception at the European Parliament, with guest speakers Paolo de Castro,
Chair man of t he Parl iament 6s Committee
Development, and Percy Schmeiser, a Canadian farmer and a speaker for
the movement against GMO, now known worldwide for his legal battles with
Monsanto.

More at: Congress website http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org,
PRi IFOAM EU Group i European Organic Congress, 27.10.2009

1.2 Latest work on the new Organic Regulation and
Implementing Rules

} Organic Wine Rules

Currently the European Commission aims to complete the Implementing
Rules on wine-making by the end of the year. It is the last remaining open
issue of revised Organic Regulation. The Commission will have its next
discussion with the Standing Committee on Organic Farming (SCOF) in
November, with a possible vote to follow in December.


http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/Registration.aspx
http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/Programme.aspx
http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/Programme.aspx
http://www.percyschmeiser.com/
http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/media/pdf/PR_IFOAMEUGroup_EuropeanOrganicCongress_27.10.2009.pdf
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After drafting a first paper in summer 2009 the EU Commission prepared an
updated working paper for the SCOF meeting of October 19-20", 2009. The
IFOAM EU Group submitted its detailed position in September. In October,
we provided two further reactions to the political discussion (Position from
October 16; Letter on October 28), providing more detail, explanation and
further recommendation on permitted techniques, enrichment, additives,
and processing aids.

The most difficult topic is to what extent the IFOAM EU Group is in favour of
a limitation of SO, levels in organic wine as the opinions on that issue differ
very much among the membership. However, the IFOAM EU Group was
able to agree on some key points in its letter from October 28.

More at: IFOAM EU i webpage on organic wine

} Competition for the EU organic logo

The logo jury appointed by the EU Commission have chosen 3 logos that
will be presented for public voting on the designated webpage of the
European Commission from the beginning of December until the end of
January 2010. The Head of the Organic Unit in the EU Commission has at
an earlier occasion promised the sector that the winning logo will be
presented to the public, at the latest, at BioFach 2010.

The logo becomes mandatory on all EU pre-packaged organic products in
July 2010. All non-EU pre-packaged organic products or those imported
from 3rd countries will be entitled to use the logo on a voluntary basis.

More at: EU Commission website 1 _organic logo

} Organic Flavours

The IFOAM EU Group submitted a letter to the European Commission,
pledging that flavours should be considered foods and as such can be
certified as organic.

More at: IFOAM EU i Letter on organic flavours, 15/10/2009

} Poultry position

The Commission has announced that it wants to look more closely at the
poultry paragraphs in the regulation in the course of 2009. To proactively
react to this the IFOAM EU Group is currently working on a position paper
on poultry production. It is anticipated that the paper will be finalised at the
board meeting in December.


http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/workareas/regulation/revision/pdf/COM_working-doc_wine_EN_25.06.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/workareas/regulation/revision/pdf/COM_working-doc_wine_EN_10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Position_IFOAMEU_wine_processing_25.09.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Position_IFOAMEU_wine_processing_16.10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Position_IFOAMEU_wine_processing_16.10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Letter_IFOAMEU_COM_wine_processing_28.10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/workareas/regulation/php/wine.php
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/logo/index.htm
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/letter_food_flavors_05102009.pdf
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1.3 Policy

} IFOAM EU meets Commissioner Fischer Boel

An IFOAM EU delegation met with the EU Commissioner for Agriculture
Mariann Fischer Boel on October 15" to introduce the new IFOAM EU
President Christopher Stopes, to discuss the future development of the CAP
and to assess the state of play with the EU Organic Action Plan on Organic
Farming. Commissioner Fischer Boel announced att hi s yBiokach that
she is open to reviewing the action plan and therefore agreed to a meeting
with the IFOAM EU Group. She asked the Organic Unit of the Commission
and the IFOAM EU Group to follow up on this issue.

Py A '

Left photo from left to right: the IOAM EU Group Director Marco Schliter, the EU Agriculture and
Rural Development Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel, the new President of IFOAM EU Group

"TUPUUOxT T Uw2U00x1 UWECEwWUT T w&UOUsglUws PET w/ Ul UPEI

} Budget review, CAP funding, climate change pillar

The discussions on the next EU Budget and next CAP (Common Agriculture
Policy) starting in 2013 are ongoing. Recently a draft paper on the EU
budget was leaked, proposing a climate pillar within the CAP budget.

IFOAM EU, with a first position paper to be launched on 1st December,
emphasises the need for a system approach in the next CAP: agricultural
systems that deliver on a wide range of sustainability issues including
climate, biodiversity, water, animal welfare and socio-economic aspects
should be given priority. Single measures that only deliver on one issue of
sustainability might easily come into conflict with one another, and
therefore, policy coherence must be applied in all single measures. A clear
commitment to evaluating and improving rural development measures for
more sustainability and for better climate change mitigation, while ensuring
policy coherence, might be more efficient than creating a separate climate
change pillar.


http://www.euractiv.com/en/cap/eu-farm-policies-include-climate-pillar/article-186754?Ref=RSS
http://www.euractiv.com/en/cap/eu-farm-policies-include-climate-pillar/article-186754?Ref=RSS
http://cap2020.ieep.eu/2009/10/29/the-post-2013-budget-a-sneak-preview?s=1&selected=latest%3e%20&selected=latest
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The draft budget review paper outlines further reforms of CAP after 2013

Ato stimulate a further si geralfshaeaaftthe E@ duct i o
budget devoted to agriculture, freeing up sp
Acknowledging that the share of the CAP in EU spending has fallen from

61% in 1988 to an estimated 32% in 2013, the report calls for further

reform ai megponding tofi mew challenges and concentrating EU
spending where it adds most valueo (and in t|
direct aids could be co-financed from national budgets and other CAP

elements might be assigned to the Member States).

The paper underlines the importanceof a 6ébr oadeanddhemeedac hd
for a thriving rural economy and more focus on fAthe provi:
g o o d(fodd safety and quality, sustainable farming and climate change).

TheCommi ssionbds for mal Co mmdrternt Budgetbptanning t he
2013-2020 is expected at the end of November this year, with the
presentation of legislative proposals for the next Financial Perspective
planned in principle in the first half of 2011. A Communication on the post-

2013 CAP is expected from DG AGRI of the Commission in July/September

next year.

} Soil Directive still pending

The EU framework directive for the protectio
published by the Commission in December 2006 and has been stuck in the
Council since 2007 due to opposition of some Member States.

IFOAM EU supports the directive as soil is the basis for food production.
Moreover, functioning soils have a crucial role in carbon sequestration and
therefore mitigation of climate change, are the base for biodiversity and a
main factor in water management. After having written a Letter on Soil to
Commission President Barroso and the Swedish and Spanish Ministry,
IFOAM EU had a meeting with the Commission for the discussion of the Soil
Directive and will participate in the EEB conference on soil to discuss
further steps.

} Evaluation of the EU legislative framework for cultivation of GMO

IFOAM EU Group submitted its answers to the EU Commissionséstakeholder
consultation on cultivating GMOs on September 30™. The Group underlined
that risk assessments should be more transparent, should cover different
bio-geographic conditions and different non-target species while the socio-
economic risks must be assessed in addition to environmental risks.

Being in general against GM field trials, the IFOAM EU Group urges that at
minimum the exact locations of all GM field trials must be made public.
The IFOAM EU Group criticised the fact that clear rules for the protection of
GM-free farmers, gardeners and beekeepers are missing in the legislation.
Answering to a question about national solutions for the authorisations of
GMO, IFOAM EU stated that whereas legal possibilities for member states to


http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Let_SoilDirective_July2009.pdf
http://www.eeb.org/events/EEB_Soil_Conference_Agenda.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/IFOAMEU_ConsultationGMO_30.09.3009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/IFOAMEU_ConsultationGMO_30.09.3009.pdf
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declare themselves as GMO free would be positive, national approaches for
the authorisation of GMO for cultivation are no alternative. GMOs are a
cross-border issue i released in one member state, borders could be
crossed quickly by flying pollen, trade with contaminated seed, machinery,
trucks, etc.

The most important point for IFOAM EU was to emphasise that seed has to
stay free of GMO and that the detection threshold must continue to apply
for both authorised and non-authorised GMO in the EU, in order to
guarantee the maintenance of GM-free farming.

} Ecolabelling controversies i IFOAM EU delivers opinion

The proposal for a revised Ecolabel scheme

by the EU Commission was agreed by the

[[:[] o IHhEl European Parliament in April this year and

\‘ .* is awaiting official approval by the Council
] = in due course. A study to be carried out in
2010 should give further input as to

whether the Ecolabel should be extended to
food and aquaculture products.

The IFOAM EU Group, working actively on the matter, met the responsible
Head of Unit, Mr Misiga from DG Envrionment of the EU Commission, to
express its concern that such an Ecolabel could potentially confuse
consumers and potentially d@reen washé conventional and intensive food
production. Therefore, the IFOAM EU Group urges the EU at minimum to
only label organic products with the Ecolabel. The EU Commission seeks to
extend the Ecolabel to food including the whole production lifecycle plus
packaging.

}  Animal Welfare Policy

The European Commission approved at the end of October a report on
animal welfare labeling outlining a series of options. The overall goal of
policy in this area is to make it easier for consumers to identify and choose
welfare-friendly products, and thereby give an economic incentive to
producers to improve the welfare of animals.

The report also presents options for the possible establishment of a
European Network of Reference Centres for the protection and welfare of
animals. In order to prepare the report the European Commission had
provided a Feasibility study.

However, the IFOAM EU Group does not consider an EU labelling scheme to
be a solution to the problem. Christopher Stopes, President of the IFOAM
EU Group, said that fConsumers and citizens i
to ensure adequate animal welfare at the EU level and to increase legally
binding minimum standards to improve the welfare of farm animals.
Examples would be the time limitation of animal transport to slaughter-


http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/farm/options_animal_welfare_labelling_report_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/farm/aw_labelling_report_part1.pdf
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houses or the setting of maximum stocking densities to allow farm animalsd
natural behaviours.0 Such standards should be in place, rather than a
labelling scheme.

IFOAM EU Group has communicated the following positions on animal
welfare:
1 Press release - October 8, 2009
1 Letter to Mr. Andrea Gavinelli, Head of Unit Animal Welfare, DG
Sanco - October 14, 2009
1 Press release - October 28, 2009

For more on animal welfare, you can also see:

9 Eirst European Protocols for assessing Farm Animal Welfare

}  Animal Health Law consultations

DG Sanco launched in October a consultation on the Animal Health
Strategy. The consultation, with an interactive questionnaire open until end
of December, serves to collect input on the main problems identified so far
in relation to current EU animal health policy. It is also meant to check, add
to, and if necessary redirect possible approaches to solving them. The
document reflects the preparations made by DG Sanco with a view to
drafting a new Animal Health Law and impact assessment.

} Advisory Group on Rural Development

The Commission& Advisory Group on Rural Development at DG Agriculture
met on October 16" to discuss the design of the future rural development
policy. The IFOAM EU Group, represented by its Vice President Thomas
Fertl, addressed the issues of the objectives and the place that rural
development policy should occupy within the future CAP. The Commission
presented figures concerning the plans of Member States regarding the
implementation of the CAP Health Check and an update on the Thematic
Working Groups of the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD).
One of these groups focusesoniPubl i ¢ goods and pubd i c int
aims at elaborating a definition of public goods. This is of particular interest
in the current context of the CAP post-2013 debate, where the concept of
public goods is a key concept.

1.4 Research

} TP Organics i 2" draft of Strategic Research Agenda published

TP During the last 10 months TP_Organics
has been preparing its Strategic Re-

search Agenda, defining key challenges
and indicative research goals/topics. The

Technology Platform



http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/media/pdf/PR_IFOAMEUGroup_AnimalWelfare_8.10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/positions/Papers/pdf/Letter_IFOAMEU_COM_animal_welfare_14.10.2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/around_world/eu_group-new/media/pdf/PR_IFOAMEUGroup_Animalwelfarereport_28.10.2009.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/agriculture/welfare_quality_press_release_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/agriculture/welfare_quality_press_release_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/agriculture/welfare_quality_press_release_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/enrd/whoswho/thematicworkinggroups/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/enrd/whoswho/thematicworkinggroups/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/enrd/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/enrd/whoswho/thematicworkinggroups/twg3/index_en.htm
http://www.tporganics.eu/
http://www.tporganics.eu/upload/TPOrganics_SRA_seconddraft.pdf
http://www.tporganics.eu/upload/TPOrganics_SRA_seconddraft.pdf
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document has undergone an intensive process of consultation, both online
and in workshops, in order to integrate the ideas of various stake-holders.

The second draft of the Strategic Research Agenda was published on
October 8™ and stayed open for public consultation until October 26™. A
revised version of the document will be presented during a seminar in
Brussels on December 2™. The purpose of this event is to discuss the
Agenda publicly, as a last hearing before it is finalised and published.

1.5 IFOAM EU Group/office in Brussels & internal structure

} IFOAM EU board meeting in Brussels, Dec 2-4

The next board meeting of IFOAM EU Group will be held in Brussels from
2" to 4™ of December. The meeting is to discuss both organisational
matters, among which the objectives for the next year, and the current
policy positions of the Group (wine, poultry, CAP, Regulation and other).

} IFOAM International comes to Brussels

The staff of the Head Office of IFOAM International (Bonn) made in October
its first ever team visit to the office of IFOAM EU Group in Brussels. Apart
from a bonding experience, the meeting of the two staffs was informative
for all thanks to several presentations. The new Executive Director of
IFOAM Markus Arbenz (see picture: second row, second from left) made a
short presentation about the current situation and challenges IFOAM faces.
The Director of IFOAM EU Group Marco Schliter made a similar
presentation, talking about the ongoing work of the Group. The content
coordinators of IFOAM EU Group presented their respective areas:
regulation, CAP and GMO, food legislation, research.



http://www.tporganics.eu/upload/TPOrganics_Seminar_Dec2_Draftprogramme.pdf
http://www.tporganics.eu/upload/TPOrganics_Seminar_Dec2_Draftprogramme.pdf
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Later in the day the staff of IFOAM visited the European Parliament and had
a presentation by the Head of the Organic Unit in the European Com-
mission.

2. Decisions, reports, announcements
concerning organic farming

2.1 Standing Committee on Organic Farming - short reports from
the meetings of SCOF:

A 85" meeting on 17-18/09/2009
A 84™ meeting on 29-30/06/2009
A 83" meeting on 13-14/05/2009

2.2 Commission announce ments
} Future role of the European Technology Platforms

The European Commission invites comments and ideas about the future

role of the European Technology Platforms (ETP) within its preparation of

an OETP 201006 conference which is taoaoO0EBRe pl e
20096 was hel d t his October connecting Pl a
representatives who met to explore the potentials of technology platforms

to address societal challenges. All presentations from the event were made

available on the ETP website.

} Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production:
applications will be invited soon

The Commission will publish a call for applications with a view to appointing
members of the Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production
and establishing the relevant pool list.

The text of the call and the relative application forms will be published in
the Official Journal of the European Union series C and will also be
accessible from the European Commission Organic Farming website at
www.organic-farming.eu.

10


http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/minco/regco/agbio/85.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/minco/regco/agbio/83.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/minco/regco/agbio/83.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/technology-platforms/home_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/technology-platforms/seminar11_en.html
http://www.organic-farming.eu/
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3. Calendar of events and other news

3.1 Calendar of events

Time (2009)

Event

November 9

BioSoil-Conference 2009, Brussels/Belgium

November 10

The c¢onc eMicto-LBADER®D 1 State of Hessen and
Demeter International conference, Brussels/Belgium
veranstaltungen@lv-bruessel.hessen.de

November 10-12

GMCC-09: 4th International Conference on Coexistence
between Genetically Modified (GM) and non-GM based
Agricultural Supply Chains, Melbourne/Australia

November 23-24

Swedish Presidency's conference on climate-smart food,
Lund/Sweden

December 1

IT European Organic Congress i

Climate Change, Biodiversity and Global Food Crisis
Brussels/Belgium

Organiser: IFOAM EU Group

December 7-18

UN Climate Change Conference,
Copenhagen/Denmark

Time (2010)

Event

February 3-7

International Conference on Organic Agriculture in
Scope of Environmental Problems,
Famagusta/Cyprus

February 17-20

Biofach 2010, Nuremberg/Germany

February 22-24

Ecofruit, Hohenheim/Germany
IFOAM EU is patron of the event

May 6-7

Organic Marketing Forum, Warsaw/Poland
IFOAM EU Group is patron of the event

June

Conference on the implementation of the organic
regulation 834/2007,

Rome/Italy

Organizer: IFOAM EU Group and L'Istituto
Agronomico Mediterraneo di Bari

June 25-27

Sustainable Foods Summit, Amsterdam/the Netherlands

June 30-July 2

10%" Bioacademy, Lednice/Checz Rebublic
IFOAM EU Group is patron of the event

11



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/ffocus_noticeboard.htm
mailto:veranstaltungen@lv-bruessel.hessen.de
http://www.gmcc-09.com/
http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/11310/a/125069
http://www.organic-congress-ifoameu.org/
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://organic.emccinstitute.org/
http://organic.emccinstitute.org/
http://www.biofach.de/en/default.ashx
http://www.ecofruit.net/
http://www.organic-marketing-forum.org/index.php?lang=english
http://www.sustainablefoodssummit.com/
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3.2 Other news

European project LowlnputBreeds began in October and

will work towards improving animal health and product

gual ity i n European organic and 60l ow
production systems. This large-scale project unites 21

partners from Europe and further afield and will develop

integrated breeding and management strategies to tackle the

issue of improved animal health and food quality. It will run

until 2014 and is co-funded by the European Unionds Seventh Fra
Programme for Research and Technological Development.

ifRecent studies have shown that livestock bre
production systems lack sufficient focus on traits like robustness, which are
required for organic and 6low inputd systems,

Newcastle University, who i s coordinating the project. |
only a few breeding concepts available which
inputd systems, which include extensive grazi

Dr. Veronika Maurer of the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL),

the scientific coordinator of the LowlnputBreeds project, adds: AWwWe wil.l
develop integrated livestock breeding and management strategies with the

aim to improve animal health, product quality and performance in European
organic ainndpudtiéoowni | k, meat and egg production

The project consortium includes 15 academic centres of excellence and six
industrial partners in 15 countries in Europe and also Brazil, Canada, New
Zealand and Tunisia. It is coordinated by Newcastle University in the UK
(overall coordination) in collaboration with the Swiss Research Institute of
Organic Agriculture FiBL (IFOAM EU member) who will provide the scientific
coordination.

More at: www.lowinputbreeds.org

} The EU-funded project CeriCos t entered its second year and
continues to collect and systematise knowledge on how to improve the
organic food certification system. The project feeds a database of Organic
Rules and Certification with new information. The project also recently
produced a report applying economic theory to food products and the
certification system. Several members of IFOAM EU Group are involved in
CertCost.

More at: http://www.certcost.org and www.organicrules.org

} Communication on the food supply chain was published by the
Commission at the end of October. To increase transparency along the food
supply chain and encourage competition, the Communication launched a
food prices monitoring tool putting together data collected by Eurostat and
the National Statistical Offices. The Commission also intends to increase the
oversight of the agricultural commodity derivatives markets in a bid to

12


http://www.lowinputbreeds.org/
http://www.certcost.org/
file:///C:/Users/IFOAM/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/RSJYIH9J/www.organicrules.org
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/hicp/methodology/prices_data_for_market_monitoring
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contain speculation and volatility in these markets, whilst working towards
increased cross-border trade of food products to increase competition and
generate better prices for EU citizens.

Commenting on this, The EU Agriculture Commissioner Fischer Boel made a

clear |link with the current dairy <c¢crisis, unec
disconnection between the price the farmer gets and what the consumer

pays in the s ho p sThe. Commission aims to redouble efforts to ensure

together with the national authorities that the supply chain works

effectively from farm to fork.

More: Communication on a better functioning food supply chain

} Livestock 'overlooked' in climate talks, say World Bank experts in
a paper, published in the Ilatest issue of World Watch Magazine.
Greenhouse gases (GHGs) from the lifecycle and supply chain of animals
raised for food account for 51% of annual anthropogenic emissions and
should be given higher priority in global efforts to fight climate change. In
2006, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation estimated that
18% of annual worldwide GHG emissions are attributable to cattle, buffalo,
sheep, goats, camels, pigs and poultry. A recent report by the European
Commission's Joint Research Centre shows that meat and dairy products
contribute on average 24% to the environmental impact of total final
consumption in the EU 27. The World Bank experts argue that the
contributions of livestock to GHG emissions have been underestimated or
overlooked.

More at: Livestock and Climate Change (World Watch)

} Environment ministers agreed EU position ahead of the
Copenhagen Climate Change Conference. There is a need for more
emission-efficient agricultural production, whilst there are significant
linkages between reducing deforestation, reducing poverty and ensuring
sustainable global food production, according to the Council Conclusions on
the EU position for the Copenhagen conference adopted on October 21.

More at: Council Conclusions on EU position for the Copenhagen Climate
Conference

} A proposal for a new GMO-free labelling scheme and new rules
on co-existence are to be tabled by the French government. This
follows the presentation of a scientific opinion (FR) conducted by the Haut
Conseil des Biotechnologies to the French Ministers of Agriculture,
Environment and SMEs, Business and Tourism. The advisory council states
that GMO-free labelling should be based on a lower 0.1% threshold,
compared to the adventitious presence of 0.9% currently embedded in EU
legislation. In specific terms, in order for plant products to be labelled
GMO-free they must contain less than 0.1% GMO, while animal products
can only carry the label if the feed consumed has a GMO content of less
than 0.1%.
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http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/thematic_articles/article16028_en.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/a0701e/a0701e00.HTM
http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/publications/pub.cfm?id=1721
http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/publications/pub.cfm?id=1721
http://www.worldwatch.org/files/pdf/Livestock%20and%20Climate%20Change.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/110634.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/110634.pdf
http://agriculture.gouv.fr/sections/presse5022/communiques/remise-avis-du-haut
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This newsletter exists to inform IFOAM members about the
work of the IFOAM EU Group and its liaison and coordination
office in Brussels. The IFOAM EU Group is the European
Regional Group of the worldwide umbrella organisation IFOAM
and is responsible for all matters related to organic farming
with a Europe-wide scope. Information IFOAM EU Group:
http://www.ifoam-eu.org

The IFOAM EU Group acknowledges
the financial support of the Euro-
pean Community, DG Environment
throughout the year 2009. The sole
responsibility lies with the IFOAM
EU Group and the Commission is not
responsible for any use that may be
made of the information provided
by IFOAM EU Group.
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Please send any comments on the newsletter to info @ifoam-
eu.org. For further information contact your national board
member or the office in Brussels.

Editor IFOAM EU Group Newsletter:

Sevelina Todorova/Marco Schliiter

Rue du Commerce 124, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: + 32-2-280 12 23

Fax: +32-2-735 73 81
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