Revision Process of GOTS Version 2.0

Template for submitting requests for changes to the wording of the 1st revision draft of GOTS 3.0 and the Manual

The blog installed for the Stakeholder Input System subdivides the GOTS criteria into 5 sectors for discussion. If you have proposals for change for more than one sector please separate templates for each section and post it to your corresponding comment of the respective section of the blog:
· Section 1 - Principles

· Section 2 - Criteria

· Section 3 - Minimum Social Criteria

· Section 4 - Quality Assurance System

· Annex Section – Definitions and Abbreviations

Please base your requests for changes on the 1st revision draft of GOTS 3.0 and the Manual (not on GOTS Version 2.0)!
	Name of contributor
	Joelle Katto-Andrighetto

	Organisation
	International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM)

	Date
	19th August 2010


	Document ref. (GOTS or Manual)
	No of Chapter
	Type of change*)
	Exact wording (or description) of requested change
	Comment (justification for change)

	GOTS
	4.1.
	ge
	We would like to see the inclusion of a group certification approach with Internal Control Systems and defined re-inspection rates (square root approach similar to organic certification), at least for groups of small operators / subcontractors.  We recommend that you use the language in the current IFOAM Accreditation Criteria as a basis.
	This approach is also being used in fair trade and other “manufacturing” / handicraft certified sectors, why not for GOTS? This would be necessary to make GOTS certification available to small operators. 

	GOTS
	4.1
	ge
	Adjust the language to make sure that it is clear to operators that there are possible unannounced inspections and that the risk based approach is the main method used by CBs in order to choose the companies subject to the unannounced inspections, but also to decide on the frequency of inspections in general.
	This is the risk-based approach generally promoted by IFOAM towards all kind of organic certification.   


*) editorial: ed, general: ge or technical: te
