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Voted for by IFOAM’s member-
ship, the new Organic Guaran-
tee System (OGS) is ready for 
launch.

“Welcome to the first issue of the 
OGS Courier. This publication will 
provide you with 
regular updates on 

the IFOAM OGS. The new OGS, approved 
by vote in July 2010, contains serveral 
services, namely:

•	 The IFOAM Family of Standards, for standard owners;

•	 The IFOAM Standard, for standard users;

•	 The Global Organic Mark, for operators;

•	 The Community of Best Practice, for standard owners;

•	 The IFOAM Accreditation and the Global Organic Sys-

tem Accreditation, for certification bodies.

IFOAM is now introducing these services, creating new 
opportunities for organic stakeholders to get official rec-
ognition for their work on organic standards and certifi-
cation. The coming weeks promise to be an intense pe-
riod of development for the new IFOAM OGS: the new 
OGS Committees will hold their first meetings, the new 

IFOAM norms are under development and 
will go for broad consultation, the IFOAM 
Family of Standards will be presented 
prominently at the upcoming BioFach Nu-
remberg. There will be many opportunities 
for you to contribute and many interesting 

updates for the upcoming issues of the OGS newsletter.

So, watch this space.”

The New OGS Committees

New members are appointed to 
Standards Commitee and Stand-
ards Requirements Committee.

IFOAM & Global Organic 
System Accreditation

IFOAM and IOAS launch a 
new service.

The Family of Standards

See a pre-launch specimen 
of the visualization of the 
IFOAM Family of Standards.

Public Consultation

•	 GOMA equivalence 
assessment template;

•	 IFOAM Norms.
P2 P2 P2 P2

| ogs@ifoam.org | www.ifoam.org/ogs  |The publication of the Organic Guarantee System.

A new chapter is 
about to begin in the 
history of the OGS.

As per IFOAM’s Policy 42 (Approval of Stand-
ards for Inclusion in the IFOAM Family of Organic 
Standards), the following standards have been 
admitted de-facto in IFOAM’s Family of Standards:

1.	 Organic regulations that have a history of 
implementation of at least 5 years. 

2.	 All private standards that have been as-
sessed as compliant with the IFOAM Basic 
Standard, under the current IFOAM Accred-
itation Program. 

The IFOAM Family of Standards: 
Admission

N° 1 - November 2010.
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The Standard Committee will 
be in charge of the develop-
ment of the IFOAM Standard. 
The following persons, most-
ly representing potential cli-
ents of this standard, have 
been appointed: 

•	 Tali Berner (Gats Foods);

•	 Sarah Hathway (Soil 
Association);

•	 Stephen Barrow (Afrisco); 

•	 Daniel Neuhoff (ISOFAR);

•	 Andrew Monk (Biologi-
cal Farmers of Austral-
ia);

•	 Mónica De Nicola (Letis);

•	 Chayaporn Wattanasiri 
(IFOAM Standards Re-
quirements Committee). 

The IFOAM Standards Re-
quirements Committee 
will have an advisory role 
in the development of the 

IFOAM Standards Require-
ments, the tool to build the 
IFOAM Family of Standards. 
The following persons have 
been appointed:

•	 Jorge Casale (Ar-
gencert);

•	 Mahesh Chander (Indi-
an Veterinary Research 
Institute);

•	 Roberto Setti (Consor-
zio Il Biologico - CCPB);

•	 Maite San Miguel (In-
novakosmet);

•	 Chayaporn Wattanasiri 
(Sukhothai Thammath-
irat Open University);

•	 Paul van den Berge 
(FiBL). 

One seat remains open 
for a North American rep-
resentative, to be filled as 
soon as possible.

Early this month, the IFOAM Board nominated the 
new members of the IFOAM Standard Committee 
and IFOAM Standards Requirements Committee. 

The Global Organic Mar-
ket Access project has de-
veloped a template that 
will enable governments 
and private organizations 
assessing equivalence of 
standards to focus on the 
level of common objec-
tives and related basic re-
quirements. The template 
is an annex to the Equi-
Tool, a guide for equiva-
lence assessment, pro-
duced by the International 
Task Force on Harmoniza-
tion and Equivalence (ITF) 
in 2008. This annex is be-
ing developed in an effort 
of harmonization with the 
IFOAM Standards Require-
ments. A first consultation 
round will end on Novem-
ber 30th and other rounds 
of consultation are coming 
up. To find out more, visit 
www.goma-organic.org.  

Public consultations on 
the IFOAM Standard and 
the IFOAM Standards Re-
quirements are planned 
for early 2011 (January – 
February).

Public Consultations
The new OGS 
Committees:

Preparing for 
Work.

On October 1, 2010, IFOAM and the IOAS (International Organic Accreditation 
Services) launched the Global Organic System Accreditation (GOSA)

IFOAM & Global 
Organic System 
Accreditation

This new accreditation service is based upon the renowned and respected IFOAM crite-
ria for certification bodies (now renamed IFOAM Accreditation Requirements). Certifica-
tion bodies choosing this service can benefit from all the quality improvement measures 
inherent in the IFOAM criteria but can apply it to the organic standard or regulation of 
their choice, provided that it is a standard or regulation approved in the IFOAM Family of 
Standards. As the Family of Standards is still in development and until such time as the 
Family of Standards is in place, applicants may select any valid organic standard or regu-
lation. The IOAS will however reserve the right to reject applications should the organic 
standard being used be determined as not meeting the general principles expressed in 
the IFOAM Basic Standard of 2005. 
The scope of GOSA accreditation only extends to certification of categories of production 
and processing which are covered by the nominated organic standard. For more informa-
tion about this new accreditation service, please visit http://www.ioas.org/gosa.htm
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A Glimpse of The IFOAM Family of Standards


