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10 points for comments on the CAC Committee recommendation on the certification of multi-site operations

Below are the 10 points that IFOAM encourages you to include in your comments to the NOSB. You may rephrase them in your own words.
1.  The continuation of group certification is critical to the organic community worldwide. 

2.  The system for group certification which includes having a functional internal quality assurance system together with an annual inspection/evaluation by a third party certification body offers a sound and robust organic guarantee system that protects organic integrity. 

3.  We support the CAC Committee recommendation that the scope of group certification may include different size and types of operations. 

4. The certification of group entities is fully consistent with the Organic Foods Production Act (OFPA) and the NOP regulations and therefore we do not support the proposal for a rule change in this regard. 

5. The CAC Committee recommendation does not clarify the status of individual members of a group with respect to the definition of “production unit.”  It is our opinion that a group of producers may constitute a single certified entity that is (analogous to) (the same as) a large, complex farming or handling operation. 

6. The CAC Committee proposal introduces the term “direct observation” as equivalent to inspection but inspection involves both physical examination of sites, facilities and production units and audit of documentation that the Internal Quality System is functioning as described in the group’s Organic System Plan. 

7. A distinction should not be made between initial and renewal inspections.

8. The definition of “Facility or Site” provided in the CAC Committee recommendation fails to recognize that both facilities and sites may also be portions of a production operation. 

9. We support the IFOAM recommendation which proposes a verifiable system for group certification through a single organic system plan, criteria for designating a group of sub-units or plots as a single production unit, the purpose of the Internal Quality System, and general inspection protocols.  Certification bodies will inspect each production unit every year and include the use of risk analysis based sampling methodology for sub-units except that any sub-unit that includes a handling facility must be inspected every year.

10. Further work is needed. We suggest the formation of an NOSB working group composed of accreditation, certification, and inspection professionals with experience in group certification or quality system audits, as well as other stakeholders including IFOAM.  
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