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flexibility & 
simplicity

	

PGS are specific to indivi-

dual communities, geogra-

phic areas, politics and their 

markets and they involve less 

administration work compa-

red to third-party certification

support to local 
economies &
territories

PGS are based on local and di-

rect marketing: they encou-

rage local development and 

environmental protection

transparency &
horizontality

PGS have transparent deci-

sion-making processes. All 

stakeholders have equal re-

sponsibility and capacity to 

ensure the organic quality 

of a product or process

trust &
credibility

PGS programs use an inte-

grity-based approach that 

starts with a foundation of 

trust. Credibility is ensured 

through the participation of 

all stakeholders

capacity building

PGS build knowledge net-

works and provide the tools 

and mechanisms for commu-

nity empowerment

participation
	
	

PGS ensure the direct parti-

cipation of all stakeholders 

involved in production and 

consumption of organic 

products 

PGSparticipatory guarantee systems (pgs) are quality-

assurance initiatives using their own written 

standards, often based on ifoam’s basic standards.

S H A R E D  V I S I O N ,  S H A R E D  I D E A L S

a local organic guarantee

guarantee

participatory

systems


