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Abstract ((owc-headline))
Though organic agriculture certification by certification agencies has been existing for over two decades, it has not been very successful in bringing most of the organic farmers from developing countries within the ambit of organic agriculture for various reasons that include – cost of certification, access to certification procedures, and capacity to assimilate and document information. Being recognized as an organic farmer certainly improves the marketability of one’s produce. However, the certification alienation has a negative impact on the majority of small and marginal organic farmers to market their produce as organic.
This paper deals on a guarantee system that is designed and implemented by the farmers themselves – commonly termed as the Participatory Guarantee System – and associated marketing mechanisms that involve the producers and consumers. The peer appraisal and support at the local level together with consumer-producer dialogue for marketing the produce ensures fair trade principles.

Organic bazaar based on the above-mentioned concept of PGS and associated marketing has been tried in 13 locations of India and is found to be a viable alternative that is relevant to the small farmers in India.

Introduction ((owc-headline))
Globally, there is a search for ways that the small and marginal organic farmers of our land are recognized for their contribution to the environment and health of our citizens and of future generations while making organic markets accessible to these farmers. Though distressing, it is generally felt by farmer activists and development workers that the market dynamics – both the demands for export and by corporate retails - drive the systems of organic certification as against genuine concerns for the environment, health of our nations, and livelihoods of our traditional farmers. Irrespective of certification systems, our traditional farmers – mainly small and marginal farmers – have been toiling to produce healthy organic food for themselves and consumers at the local level. It is yet essential to recognize their produce as organic to bring them their due respect and to distinguish their produce for better marketability, thereby resulting in improved livelihoods.

This paper deals with an alternative guarantee system that can be implemented at the local level particularly by small farmers. Further, experiences of use of such system to enable local and domestic market accessibility with fair trade concepts are discussed.

Materials and methods ((owc-headline))
Mere certified area (under third-party certification) does not give the full view of organic farming in the country. In the case of India, out of a gross cropped area of 170 million hectares, only in an estimated 100 million hectares fertilizer application is made. In other words, 41% of the cropped area in 170 million hectares is chemical free land which is under traditional farming. We can reasonably assume that the areas are mainly in the hands of resource poor farmers mainly living in the dry land regions of the country. If these areas are taken into account, India has 70 million hectares of organic area which is one of the largest chunks of organic land in the world! However, due to many reasons that include cost of certification, access to certification procedures, and capacity to assimilate and document information, the small and marginal farmers are marginalised from conventional third-party certification.
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Source: Handbook of Agriculture ICAR- 2005

Efforts are undertaken globally to seek alternatives of certification that are easily adaptable by the small farmers. One form of guarantee system that is designed and implemented by the farmers themselves to guarantee their own produce as organic is popularly termed as Participatory Guarantee System (PGS). PGS is based on the premise that farmers have adequate knowledge to gauge their own methods of cultivation consistent to local standards and social systems can be put in place to facilitate peer appraisals and support to encourage organic farming among the small farmers.

With the mobilization of groups of farmers at the local level for the implementation of PGS, it is possible to develop markets from the volume of food produce from the group. The direct marketing of the farm produce by the organic farmers themselves in locations that are accessible by both the farmers and the consumers has definite advantages that include – higher profit margins (with the absence of the middle-man or trader), enhanced relationship and trust between the consumers and producers, and greater awareness of organic foods among the consumers.

The comparison in price of organic farmers directly marketing their produce through organic bazaar in Aurangabad city (central India) is tabulated below –
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Source: IIRD Data from Organic Bazaars

Such a form of guarantee system and associated marketing systems with consumer-producer linkages is in coherence with fair trade principles. The International Fair Trade Association (IFAT) describes fair trade as “Fair Trade is a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency and respect, that seeks greater equity in international trade.” Further, fair trade also contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized producers and workers – especially in the South. The form of peer appraisals and support in PGS among the small farmers – particularly the women who usually manage small farms, and dialogue between consumers and producers in management and trade at the local organic markets ensures fair trade principles.
Results ((owc-headline))
Organic bazaars based on the above concept of PGS and consumer-producer linkages have been established in 13 locations of India and is now widely accepted by the farmers and consumers as a viable alternative marketing system that improves the livelihoods, makes guarantee systems accessible and relevant to the small and marginal farmers, enhances understanding and relationships between consumers and producers, and raises awareness on organic food cultivation and consumption. 
Discussion ((owc-headline))
The civil society, NGOs, donors, and multi-lateral development agencies, have a role in promoting guarantee systems and other principles that ensure fair trade. This role varies from building capacities of the stakeholders to lobbying for national and international policy reforms to foster organic cultivation and trade that creates higher income and other tangible improvements to the small and marginalised farmers in addition to environmental sustainability.
Conclusions ((owc-headline))
A viable marketing mechanism should be associated with PGS to derive benefits that are appreciated by the small and marginal farmers – higher incomes, and greater respect and recognition.
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