PGS Organic India Council
Peer Farm Appraisal Form for Agricultural Production
(This appraisal will be filled in by a minimum of two members of the Local Group In no case will the farm owner of the farm being appraised be part of the appraisal team. The farm owner/leasee/tenant or share-cropper must be present during the appraisal.)
Applicant details (use block letters wherever possible)

	1
	Farmer names (include all family members who are actively involved (as decision-makers) in the farm’s operation.



	2
	Contact person
	Mr./Ms. ________________

	3. 


	a) Contact address:                                                                                                                                                                        
  b) Location/Survey No of fields:
   Map (Reference to landmarks)

	4
	Local Group name/Unique number:

	5
	Facilitation Council name, Unique number:

	6
	Farmer’s ID (if available):

	
	
	
	

	7
	a) What is the farmers’ relationship with the land
	Owner                       Leasee
	Sharecrop/tenant

	
	b) Survey No. of plot/field
	

	8
	Cultivating since how many years?
	_____________  years


Background information

	9
	When the farmer used chemical fertilizers or pesticides in his/her fields the last time?
	     Years &     months

	10
	Does the farmer buy/use only those inputs                        Yes    No

approved for organic practices and available on 

Farm, in LG s or LG approved organic inputs?
  


	11
	Does the farmer understand and agree with the basic organic standards document?
	Yes                       
	No


Crop production details

	12
	What is the total number of plots or fields that are managed by this farm family? 

	Plot name        Area


	
	
	

	
	
	

	15
	How large is the area the farmer wants to certify as PGS organic immediately?

 ( 5 bigha = 1 acre = 40 gunta = 100 cents
	      Cents/bigha/gunta
       Hectare/acres

	16
	How large is the area that was hither to/ up to the previous session farmed with chemicals and discontinued now for conversion?
	           acres

	17
	Has the farmer provided you with a map of the farm clearly showing which areas are in organic production, crop-wise and which areas were being farmed conventionally
	Yes                       
	No


	18
	List the primary crops grown for market and home use. Attach a separate sheet if necessary.

	Name of crop

	Area ( or number of plant)
	Estimated yield in organic/conv
  Kg


	Marketable surplus yield (organic only) 

Kg

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Seeds and transplants

	19
	a) Does the farmer avoid use of chemically treated seeds and GM seeds and seed/planting  material?

b) If no, what is the source?

	Yes                       
	No


General soil health

	20
	Are there gullies, rills or other signs of soil 
erosion on the farm? Give approximate 
number:                                                                        Yes         No
                                   

	21
	Has the farmer erected boulder dams, check

 dam, bio hedges to minimize soil erosion on           Yes             No
the farm??

	22
	Does the farmer practice intercropping and crop rotation?
	Yes                       
	No

	23
	Do the crops currently in the field look healthy?
	Yes                       
	No

	24
	List the main rotations systems.

List intercropping systems and indicate which ones can be seen right now.

	Rotations:



	Intercrops:


Natural resources

	25
	Do you see examples where the farmer is encouraging biological diversity and wildlife habitat, where practical (for example leaving hedge areas between fields and planting strips of beneficial plants?)
	Yes                       
	No

	26
	Through observation and discussion with the farmer, please list ways the farmer is encouraging biological diversity in the farm and cropping systems.



	27
	Does the farmer practice conservation of soil and water resources?
	Yes                       
	No

	28
	Is the burning of crop residue done only when absolutely necessary (for example, to suppress disease)?
	Yes                       N/A
	No


Animals on the farm

	29
	Is the farmer maintaining indigenous breeds/species: yes/no

List the type and numbers of each (of all animals):



	30
	Are the animals well maintained and in good health?
	Yes                       
	No

	31
	Is the cattle-shed clean?
	Yes                       
	No

	32
	Does the farmer avoid usage of artificial stimulants (including hormones)?
	Yes                       
	No

	33
	Are local, indigenous medicines used for the animals?
	Yes                       
	No

	34
	Are the farm animals integrated with the farm operations?
	Yes                       
	No


Nutrient management and inputs relating to soil fertility
	35
	Check the items below which the farmer lists as important components of their nutrient and fertility management

	    Green manures         Crop rotation                     Cover crops

    Intercropping            Farm yard manure               Foliar applications

    Compost                    Soil amendments               Off-farm/Organic manure       

    Bio-dynamic preparations                                      Vermiculture

    Incorporation of plant residues                              Mulching

    Microbial Preparations including panchagavya, amrut pani,  

beejaamrut, jeevamrut, etc. (underline appropriate preparation)



	36
	Have the farmer list the external fertility inputs used previously.

If you don’t know whether or not the input is approved for organic use, put a ? in the space provided and list the input and label/ingredient information on the last page of this inspection worksheet so that it can be easily reviewed later.



	Input name and description
	Crops on which it's used
	Application Rate (amt +times applied
	Source
	Organically Approved?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Managing crop-damaging insects and diseases
	37
	Working with the farmer, list the primary insect and disease problems on the farm.



	38
	What measures are taken by the farmer for management and prevention of diseases

	    Crop rotation                   Intercropping       Timing of ploughing       

     Spacing                       Planting resistant varieties

    Pheromone traps              Trap Cropping  
     Light traps                                Other (please describe below)

	39
	Have the farmer list the amendments used for problem insects attacks and disease control

If you don’t know whether or not the input is approved for organic use, put a ? in the space provided and list the input and label/ingredient information on the last page of this inspection worksheet so that it can be easily reviewed later.

List the biological control inputs for insect management and disease control


	Input name/ insect pest/ disease 
	Crops on which it's used
	Application Rate (amt +times applied
	Source
	Organically Approved?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Buffers and farm practices

	40
	If neighboring farms are applying chemical sprays, fertilizers or using GM seeds, are buffers sufficient to avoid contamination of organic farming areas and crops from chemical spray drift/water or GMO cross pollination in related crops?
	Yes                       N/A
	No

	41
	If the buffer crops are harvested, does the farmer harvest, process, store, pack and sell them separately from PGS organic crops?
	Yes                       
	No

	42
	If there are employees working on the farm, has the farmer explained the differences between prohibited and allowable materials and made it clear where each can be used?
	Yes                       
	No

	43
	From your observations of equipment and talking to the farmer, do cleaning methods appear sufficient to prevent contamination by prohibited substances (for example wash water of spray equipment is not draining into organic fields)
	Yes                       
	No


Post harvest and crop storage

	44
	Does the farmer know that he/she have to use clean packaging to pack their products without chemical contamination? (For example they can not use chemical fertilizer bags to pack their onions)
	Yes                       
	No

	45
	Does the farmer have a system to prevent the mixing of organic and in conversion crops?
	Yes                       
	No

	46
	Does the farmer keep production and sales records?
	Yes                       
	No

	47
	Are storage areas clean, and free of insect, rodent, bird, fungus or other infestation?
	Yes                       
	No


Farm workers

	48
	Does the farm utilise outside labour?
	Yes                       
	No

	49
	Are the workers paid adequate wages?
	Yes                       
	No

	50
	Are the men and women paid equal wages for the same jobs?
	Yes                       
	No


Marketing details
51. Get a quick summary – idea of how the farmer markets his main crops
	Sr.
	Name of Product/Crop
	Sale direct to consumers
	Sale through traders
	Total Sale

	
	
	kg
	kg
	kg

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Appraisal summary

This appraisal form is designed so that a "No" answer is a point for concern. Please be sure to explain "no" answers in the space provided below. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

	Please list here the inputs and materials used by the farmer that you are unsure whether or not they are acceptable in organic practices.























 Product and label                        Ingredient information:

	

	

	

	


Does the appraisal team have recommendations for improvement by the farmer about anything, even if they do not prevent  him/her from being certified PGS Organic this year?


 

The Peer Review team recommends thus:
Full certification for Whole/Part of the land
In conversion certification for Whole/Part of the land


Farmer should make listed improvements and apply for certification next year.
	

	How long did the appraisal take ____________



	Who was responsible for filling in the appraisal form  _________________________




Names, signatures of all appraisers present at this appraisal:

_1_____________________________________________________  

_2____________________________________________________  

_3____________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________  

Date of appraisal _____________________________

Forwarded to

The Convener,
PGS – LG Name      ______________________________________________ 
PGS LG Number    ______________________________________________ 

Village:_______________________________________
Taluka/Mandal/Sangam____________________________
State:               __________________        INDIA  PIN ________________
Approved for In Conversion/Organic Certificate by Local Group 
                                                                            _______________________________ 

Date:                                                         Signature of convener of LG             

Place:    _________________                         Name _______________________
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