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Richard Bernard
Seeds of Change Research Manager
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right time came e seen small and local growers losing
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Another key factorin my decision glarge biotech companies
implementing a successful strategy of pate opolizing the green world. This is a real
threat, not only for biodiversity on Earth, but a the agriculture and food culture that we

want to hand over to the future generations.

Vanaja Ramprasad
President of the GR
member

foundation and IFOAM World Board

In the last 30 odd years ave meandered through valleys and villages
in India to sea tand the mainstream development and
its impact secto : oor. What impacted my understanding
analysis as the real reasons for third
world povertyand'hu_r:g_er. ._..l
Astudy | was involved in sotth of India during the 8os gave me to

understand that the cultivation practices during the green revolution pointed towards the
arrival of new seeds. The loss of genetic resources at the seed level had a phenomenal impact on
farmers’ independence to save their seeds. In the early stages of starting this work on seed
saving | was a close associate of Dr.Vandana Shiva who inspired me and subsequently felt the
need to go deeperinto the issue at the grass roots level in the south of India and the Genetic



Resource, Energy, Ecology and Nutrition Foundation took genesis. .With this began the
unchartered course of my involvement in seed saving by different communities in different
ecological niches.
To date we have reached the various states in the south of peninsular India and networked with
different civil society organizations. The concept of community owned seed banks has become
popular. The rich experience that | gathered has been endowed with different ideas to make it
sustainable and replicable. Our work with the small and marginal farmers focused on reviving
the lost genetic resources through practices of on farm conservation participatory seed
selections and crop improvements. In an effort to mar i
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been met through participatory guarantee systems.
I would like to takesthe message of.conserving the in
to the organic world.
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Zea Sonnabend

Organic Farmer and Farm Inspector

For the past 30 years, Ze nabend has been an organic farmer,
gardener, inspector, edugcator, policy specialist, organizer, and consumer.
She was a partnerinas organic farm in Tehama County, CA from 1982 -
1989. She is currently e )anic farm inspector and policy specialist for

= a ers (CCOF). She helped write the first
certification handbookiand materials list for organic farming in California,
is a founder of the Organic Materials Revie has worked for the USDA and NOSB as

a contractor to develop the National List. She'eoordinated the Ecological Farming Conference at

California Certifie

Asilomar, CA from 1994 to 2008 and currently serves asa consultant for the conference. She is a
lifetime member of the Seed Saver's Exchange and has taught classes in Seed Saving at the UC
Davis Student Farm and at the UCSC Farm and Garden since 1986. She has a Masters of Science in
Plant Breeding from Cornell University.



Animals Committee

Anet Spengler Neff
Researcher and teacher at FiBL

I am working at FiBL, which is the Swiss research institute of
organic agriculture. | am involved in several projects on organic
cattle breeding and -husbandry (mostly dairy cattle) and I am
also teaching young trainees in organic animal husbandry and -

breeding. At home | amkeepi nd breeding) a small flock of an

old sheep race (it is oné of the rare races in Switzerland, the
“Engadin Sheep”).

Juan S. Velez

Vice president of farm o

rati:&sliﬂurora Organic Dairy = ==

My name is Juan S. Velezi| am originally from Colombia S.A. where my

family has been raising Brahman cattle for over 45 years. I'igraduated

Jacqueline Haessig Al
President Organic F
and IFOAM World B

ing, Training, Consultancy, Inc.
d member

I am together with usband co-owner of Rizal Dairy Farms, which

isengaged into organic vegetable and dairy production.

0 dairy farming since 1992, but without a
imply don't have the infrastructural setup in
airy yet. But our organic vegetable

d. In our organic vegetable farm we are
currently working-og the integ_.ration of a small mini pig raising
module (20 piglets), which we want to develop foradoption for small scale farmers. And maybe in
the future a small free range chicken production unit as well.

I am also involved in a pilot project for an organic agriculture training center in cooperation with
the local government where our farm is located as to use this as a driver for the development and
promotion of organic agriculture. After 2 years of discussions and negotiations we finally signed
a MOA just before | left for the IFOAM world board meeting. We don't expect to be able to start
construction before first quarter of next year.



Dr. D.K. Sadana
Scientist at the National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources

Dr. D K Sadana is presently working as Scientist at the National
Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources at Karnal in India. He
graduated in Agriculture in 1974 and subsequently had his Masters
and Ph. D. in Animal Genetic & Breeding. He has worked on genetic
improvement of buffaloes and his present area of interest is




