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Abstract 
Pseudomonas syringae pv. syringae (Pss) and Pseudomonas viridiflava (Pv) are the 

most dangerous bacterial pathogens on kiwifruit plants in Italy. Recently, a natural 

antagonist (Bacillus subtilis) was utilized to verify its efficacy against these bacterial 

pathogens. During kiwifruit vegetative season, its effect seems to be equivalent to 

copper treatments reducing the Pss and Pv epiphytic populations and their risk of 

damages 
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