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Organic Agriculture and Rural Development

Rural development aims to improve the quality of life of rural 
communities, by satisfying their socio-economic and cultural 
aspirations and strengthening their social organization, while 
protecting natural resources. 

Organic Agriculture, thanks to its holistic approach, contributes 
to rural development in the following ways:

Enhances governance.  It puts the farmer at the center of the 
farming strategy restoring a decision-making role to local 
communities, guaranteeing their right to control their own 
resources and engaging their active participation in a value-
added food chain.

Creates a vibrant economic space.  Reduced mechanization and 
avoiding use of agrochemicals create employment and increase 
returns to labor. Diversified production of quality products 
decreases the impacts of crop failures and increases marketing 
opportunities.  Income and food security is achieved through 
diversity.

Maintains a healthy environment.  Through its ecological 
approach, it maintains the integrity of the ecosystem and the 
productivity of natural resources.  It preserves natural landscapes 
and wild species, restores life to soils and maintains agro-
biodiversity by using and developing local seeds.  In reducing the 
use of chemical inputs, organic agriculture provides a healthier 
working environment to farmers.

Builds the social capital of rural areas.  Being knowledge-
intensive, rather than capital and resource-intensive, it utilizes 
traditional knowledge and promotes farmer-to-farmer exchange.  
It provides tools for inspection and control, like Internal Control 
and Participatory Guarantee Systems that strengthen social 
organization and empower rural communities. 

Or����c ��r�c��t�re �s � pro��ct�o� s�ste� t��t s�st���s t�e �e��t� o� so��s, 
ecos�ste�s ��� peop�e. It re��es o� eco�o��c�� processes, b�o���ers�t� ��� c�c�es 
���pte� to �oc�� co���t�o�s, r�t�er t��� t�e �se o� ��p�ts ��t� ���erse e��ects. 
Or����c ��r�c��t�re co�b��es tr���t�o�, ���o��t�o� ��� sc�e�ce to be�e��t t�e 
s��re� e���ro��e�t ��� pro�ote ���r re��t�o�s��ps ��� � �oo� q����t� o� ���e 
�or ��� ���o��e�.




