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Organic Agriculture and Food Security

Organic Agriculture supports and enhances ecologically sound 
systems of food production that provides food security by:

• 	 Increasing and stabilizing yields, particularly in marginal 
lands

• 	 Improving resistance to pests and diseases

•  	 Combating desertification through decreasing erosion and 
improving water uptake and retention

•  	 Combating poverty through reducing debt and increasing 
returns for labor invested

• 	 Maintaining the genetic crop diversity to cope with climate 
change

• 	 Maintaining and improving environmental services

• 	 Building on local management skills and resources and 
so enabling local communities of farmers, fisher folk and 
pastoralists to be food self sufficient and combat poverty.

Access to adequate food of the quality and diversity to maintain 
an active and healthy life is a basic human right.

Many examples exist where organic agriculture provides 
economically sustainable livelihoods.

Or����c ��r�c��t�re �s � pro��ct�o� s�ste� t��t s�st���s t�e �e��t� o� so��s, 
ecos�ste�s ��� peop�e. It re��es o� eco�o��c�� processes, b�o���ers�t� ��� 
c�c�es ���pte� to �oc�� co���t�o�s, r�t�er t��� t�e �se o� ��p�ts ��t� ���erse 
e��ects. Or����c ��r�c��t�re co�b��es tr���t�o�, ���o��t�o� ��� sc�e�ce to 
be�e��t t�e s��re� e���ro��e�t ��� pro�ote ���r re��t�o�s��ps ��� � �oo� 
q����t� o� ���e �or ��� ���o��e�.




